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NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC GREEN SPACES

Elizabeth Street Garden,
June 7, 2024

Brooklyn Bridge Park,
June 11, 2024

Grand Central Plaza,
June 7, 2024

SWISS GARDENS & LANDSCAPES

Gardens of La Gara,
August 21, 2024

River Aire,
August 20, 2024

Parc in Lancy,
August 20, 2024

600 3rd Public Park,
June 7, 2024

Ford Foundation Atrium,
June 7, 2024
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	› What makes for sucessful design in an urban landscape?
	› How can the human connection with the natural environment be fortified within the built 

landscape? 43



ABOUT THE PROCESS

The notion of “good” design — or what feels “good” in a 
designed landscape — is subjective.

One of the goals in the experiential analysis process was to break 
down the larger observed landscapes into more assessable 
features to be able to identify the role they individually may 
play in a landscape, how they come together to form the big 
picture, and how these identifiable elements can be replicated 
to create successful urban public gardens.

These identifiable elements became the “common threads” 
in the visual and experiential analysis. 

They range from straightforward physical elements like 
seating to more ethereal elements like concepts of agency 
and ownership of a space.

TERRAIN / HABITAT / ECOLOGYTERRAIN / HABITAT / ECOLOGY

CIRCULATION / EXPLORATION / WAYFINDINGCIRCULATION / EXPLORATION / WAYFINDING

PLANTS / SPATIAL ARRANGEMENTS / PRIVACY / SENSORIALPLANTS / SPATIAL ARRANGEMENTS / PRIVACY / SENSORIAL

SEATING / FURNISHINGSEATING / FURNISHING

WATER / WATER FEATURESWATER / WATER FEATURES

SENSE OF AGENCY / OWNERSHIPSENSE OF AGENCY / OWNERSHIP

ARTART
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TERRAIN SHAPES EXPERIENCETERRAIN SHAPES EXPERIENCE
	›	 Natural terrNatural terrain influain influences designences design
	›	 Designed terrain influences human eDesigned terrain influences human experience within a landscapexperience within a landscape
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SENSORY EXPERIENCE OF WATER
& ECOLOGICAL BENEFIT

	› Tactile, audible, visual aspects of water in the landscape
	› Water promoting habitat across a wide range of landscape typologies
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CURATION OF EXPERIENCECURATION OF EXPERIENCE

	›	 Circulation design influences opportunity for exploration of & participation in a siteCirculation design influences opportunity for exploration of & participation in a site
	›	 Pick Your Own Adventure: Freedom to ExperiencePick Your Own Adventure: Freedom to Experience
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PLANT PALETTE FOR SENSORY INTEREST & PRIVACY
	› Texture: Tactile Stimulation	   |  	  Color: Visual Stimulation	  |	  Fragrance 
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COCONVENTIONAL / UNCONVENTIONALNVENTIONAL / UNCONVENTIONAL

	›	 Bistro Chairs	  |	 Picnic Tables	    |	   BenchesBistro Chairs	  |	 Picnic Tables	    |	   Benches
	›	 Solid Rock SeatsSolid Rock Seats
	›	 Contribution to experience of spaceContribution to experience of space
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PURSUIT OF THE CREATIVE SPIRITPURSUIT OF THE CREATIVE SPIRIT

	›	 MuralMural	  	 |		  	 |	 SculptureSculpture	 |		 |	 StatueStatue
	›	 Environmental ArtEnvironmental Art 		 |	 		 |	 Found ArtFound Art
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OPPORTUNITY FOR SELF-EXPRESSIONOPPORTUNITY FOR SELF-EXPRESSION

	›	 Personal CurationPersonal Curation
	›	 Fruits of LaborFruits of Labor
	›	 Contribution to CommunityContribution to Community

S
E

N
S

E
 O

F
 A

G
E

N
C

Y
 / O

W
N

E
R

S
H

IP
S

E
N

S
E

 O
F

 A
G

E
N

C
Y

 / O
W

N
E

R
S

H
IP

59



URBAN PUBLIC GARDEN DESIGN APPLICATION 

KINGSBOROUGH HOUSES COURTYARD
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BROOKLYN

NYCHA - BREVOORTNYCHA - BREVOORT

NYCHA - ALBANYNYCHA - ALBANY

NYCHA - HOWARDNYCHA - HOWARD

NYCHA - BROWNSVILLENYCHA - BROWNSVILLE

NYCHA - KINGSBOROUGH 		 NYCHA - KINGSBOROUGH 		
	     HOUSES	     HOUSES

CROWN HEIGHTSCROWN HEIGHTS
NORTH HISTORIC DISTRICTNORTH HISTORIC DISTRICT

STUYVESANT STUYVESANT 
HEIGHTSHEIGHTS

OCEAN HILLOCEAN HILL

WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTERWEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER

WEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTERWEEKSVILLE HERITAGE CENTER

The Kingsborough Houses NYCHA Complex is uniquely located in the heart of the 
local community, in closest proximity to the Weeksville Heritage Center and other local 
community hubs like the Baptist Church. 

Meanwhile, the arrangement of the buildings and the courtyards created as a result are 
not conducive to social interaction, with nearly no usable green space.

A garden-oriented courtyard redesign would be best applicable at the Kingsborough 
Houses where there is a clear lack of green and community space, but opportunity for 
better maintenance and success through integration into the local community.

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
EXISTING CONDITIONS: TREE CANOPY

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
Tree Canopy as SITE ADVANTAGE
> 47% Tree Canopy Cover (2017)*
	 > Existing opportunities for shade
	 > Low Outdoor Temperature Rank*
	 > Higher perceived canopy density

than surrounding urban area

TREE
PALETTE
SAMPLE

Northern Red Oak
Quercus rubra

Pin Oak
Quercus palustris

Sweetgum
Liquidambar styraciflua

Japanese Zelkova
Zelkova serrata

Honey Locust
Gleditsia triacanthos

“ Between 1950 and 1960 ... NYCHA 

‘planted over 26,000 shade trees, 

[and] 22,000 minor trees’ ”
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
General NorthWest downward slope through site

> Strategic placement of gardens to intercept water flow 
through the site

> Minimize Runoff

Sun Path at Winter Solstice, Kingsborough Houses

W E

Sun Path at Summer Solstice, Kingsborough Houses

W E

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
> More sunlight received through North/South corridors
> More shadow cast at 4-way intersections; plant selection should be at 
least partially shade-tolerant

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
TOPOGRAPHY & SUN PATH

Water Flow 
Directionality

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS
DEMOGRAPHICS

SOURCE:  Kingsborough & Extension Open Space Masterplan by Nancy Owens Studio

NTS

Ages 50-61
14 %

Ages 21-49
35 %

Ages 62+
13 %

Ages 6-13
16 %

Ages 14-20
12 %

Ages 0-5
9 %

> 7.8% of total Kingsborough residents ages 62+ reside in the 
Extension building, allotted as exclusive senior development

Kingsborough Extension,
Senior Development

Kingsborough Houses
Development

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
The design of the courtyard must be suitable, stimulating, and accomodating to 

a wide age range
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EXISTING SITE PLAN

NTS

Site Plan With Tree Cover

KINGSBOROUGH HOUSES COURTYARD GARDEN

Seating Playground Seating

FriezePlayground

NTS NTS

Site Plan With Tree Cover

Seating

Frieze

Seating Community Garden Plots

Garden Seating Nooks

PROPOSED SITE PLAN
KINGSBOROUGH HOUSES COURTYARD GARDEN

NTS

NTS

Garden Seating Nooks
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INTERSECTION AT INTERSECTION AT EXODUS & DANCEEXODUS & DANCE
Between 1st & 2nd WalksBetween 1st & 2nd Walks

Design Goals at this Intersection:
> Maintain well-defined circulation with frieze as central focal point
> Embrace the artwork’s cultural significance & value to the community
> Enhance opportunities for seating & increased passive presence in the space
> Enhance sense of agency by expanding non-fenced green space

Design Concept:
> A place to pause & ponder

- Seating facing frieze
- Along line of main circulation, bike rack provided
- Plant palette that honors African American resilience and heritage through 
healing and culturally significant plants

Spotted Bee Balm
Monarda punctata

Butterfly Weed
Asclepias tuberosa

Muhly Grass
Muhlenbergia capillaris

Wild Sage
Salvia lyrata
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INTERSECTION AT EXODUS & DANCE
Garden Node Site Plan

CIRCULATION

SEATING

SENSORY EXPERIENCE

ART

ECOLOGY
INTERSECTION AT EXODUS & DANCE, BETWEEN 1ST & 2ND WALKS
Elevation of Garden Seating at the Frieze

Cultural + Ecology 
Supporting Plants

Concrete Curved 
Seating with
Bench Insert

Bike Rack
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STREET ENTRANCE COURTYARD
3rd Walk South

Design Goals for the Courtyard:
> Stormwater management; reducing amount of water flowing down stairs into 
interior courtyard
> Elaborated plant palette for privacy, sensory experience, & ecological benefit

Design Concept:
> Courtyard design as a small plaza space that feels publicly accessible, drawing in 
the local community from beyond the NYCHA development
> Rain garden adjacent to staircase wall; shade & moisture-tolerant plantings for on-
site stormwater capture

Spotted Bee Balm
Monarda punctata

Butterfly Weed
Asclepias tuberosa

Feather Reed Grass ‘Karl Foerster’
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’

White Wood Aster
Eurybia divaricata

Lady Fern
Athyrium filix-feminina

Blazing Star
Liatris spicata

Eastern Red Columbine
Aquilegia canadensis

Prairie Dropseed
Sporobolus heterolepis
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STREET ENTRANCE COURTYARD, 3rd Walk South
Site Plan

CIRCULATION

SEATING

SENSORY 
EXPERIENCE

ECOLOGY

PRIVACY

STREET ENTRANCE COURTYARD, 3rd Walk South
Elevation Facing Courtyard

WEEKSVILLEWEEKSVILLE Rain Garden
Sensory + Habitat 

Supporting Native Plants
Concrete Curved Seating 

with Bench Insert

3rd Walk North/South directly 
connects to an entrance to the 
Weeksville Heritage Center.

Redesigning the entrance 
courtyards at 3rd Walk is an 
opportunity to enhance  a 
community space that would 
fortify the connection between 
the courtyard and Weeksville.
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